PillCam® ESO Video Capsule Fact Sheet

Overview 

· Ingestible capsule is about the size of a large vitamin pill and is equipped with a miniature video camera to visualize the esophagus
· Patient-friendly alternative to conventional endoscopy that helps the physician diagnose and evaluate diseases of the esophagus, including esophageal varices

· Permanent CPT® 91111 assigned by AMA and CMS effective January 1, 2007

How It Works 

· PillCam ESO is equipped with two miniature color video cameras (one on each end), battery, and LED light source

· Cameras transmit 14 color images per second as the capsule moves through the esophagus 

· Approximately 2,600 images of the esophagus are captured by a recording device worn by the patient 

· Data is transferred from the DataRecorder to the Given® Workstation, which uses RAPID® software to compile the video data and to enable the physician to review and report the results of the PillCam study 

Procedure 

· Patients fast for two hours before swallowing the PillCam ESO video capsule

· Capsule is easily swallowed with water while the patient lies on his/her right side
· After swallowing PillCam ESO, the patient drinks a sip of water every 30 seconds over a seven-minute ingestion period
· Total procedure takes approximately 30 minutes and can be performed in the doctor's office, hospital, or clinic

· Natural digestive contractions help propel the disposable PillCam ESO through the gastrointestinal (GI) tract. It is passed naturally and painlessly from the body, usually within 24 to 72 hours


Benefits Over Traditional Endoscopy 
· Offers a simple, safe, and non-invasive alternative

· Does not require sedation

· Greater patient satisfaction 

· Ease of ingestion

· Minimal discomfort during procedure

· Convenience 

· Immediate recovery 

· Allows patient to continue with normal daily activity
PillCam ESO Contraindications

· PillCam ESO is not appropriate for patients with swallowing disorders or with known or suspected gastrointestinal obstructions, strictures or fistulas

· PillCam ESO is contraindicated for patients with cardiac pacemakers or other implanted electromedical devices
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